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WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


FIFTIETH ANNUAL MEETING 
Madison, September 25-27, 1941 
By Margaret Nordholm, Secretary 


The fiftieth annual meeting of the Wis- 
consin Library Association met in Madi- 
son on September 25, 26 and 27th, 1941. 
The first day of the meeting was de- 
voted to an adult education institute un- 
der the direction of Miss Jennie T. 
Schrage, chief of the Traveling Library 
and Study Club Department of the Wis- 
consin Free Library Commission. Speak- 
ers included Dr. William F. Rasche, di- 
rector of the Milwaukee Vocational 
School, who talked on “The impact of 
defense on the library and adult educa- 
tion”; Miss Alice Farquhar, readers’ ad- 
visor of the Chicago Public Library, on 
“The library and the adult in today’s 
America”; and Dr. Lyman Bryson who 
gave an address on “What kind of a 
world do we want?” saying that civiliza- 
tion today needs a world democracy of 
culture. Mr. John Chancellor, of the 
American Library Association, led a 
panel discussion on “How to revitalize 
democracy.” Mrs. Raymond Sayre con- 
tributed a great deal to the convention 
by taking part in the above panel dis- 
cussion, giving a radio interview with 
Miss Mary Katharine Reely on rural li- 


braries, and talking at the Trustees 
luncheon on “Extending rural library 
service is everybody’s job.” Mrs. Sayre 
pointed out that the extension of rural 
libraries would help to equalize educa- 
tional opportunities. Her talk inspired 
the Association to continue its fight for 
an appropriation to extend state-wide 
library service. 


The largest attendance at any of the 
meetings was at Miss Reely’s review of 
“Outstanding books of the year.” Mr. 
Louis Shores was the speaker at the 
meeting of the Reference Section, his 
subject being “Information Pleas.” The 
program of the section of Library Work 
with Young People included a panel dis- 
cussion on “The place of the library in 
its relation to the numerous interests 
competing for the attention of boys and 
girls,” and a luncheon at which Mr. Gor- 
don MacKenzie, associate professor of 
the College of Education at the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin, spoke on “Securing 
the cooperation of teachers”; and E. Cad- 
wallader Smith recounted his adventures 
with “Kongo, the elephant.” 
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The atmosphere of the “Gay Nineties” 
prevailed at the formal banquet held on 
Friday evening to celebrate the Golden 
Anniversary. “Gay nineties” costumes, 
songs and stories made the banquet one 
of the most successful events of the con- 
vention. The main speaker was Mr. Ar- 
thur Beatty, Professor-emeritus of the 
University of Wisconsin English Depart- 
ment, who reminisced about “What they 
were reading in the Nineties.” 

New officers elected at the meeting 
were: Miss Sybil C. Schuette, librarian 
at Green Bay, President; Miss Helen E. 
Farr, librarian of the Madison Free Li- 
brary, Vice-president; Miss Flora E. 
Hottes, children’s librarian, Kenosha, 
Secretary; and Miss Celia R. Hauck, as- 
sistant, Wauwatosa, Treasurer. 

The committee on Salaries and Per- 
sonnel was directed to study the Amer- 
ican Library Association’s “Organization 
and personnel procedure of the 
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Library” in order to adapt it to the use 
of Wisconsin Libraries, especially those 
in small towns. Scholarships for profes- 
sional study are to be extended to include 
assistants in cases where it is needed. 
The Civil Service committee for this next 
year is to gather data about the opera- 
tion of civil service in libraries and to 
examine its actual effect upon working 
conditions, personnel rules, and the effi- 
ciency of library service. The committee 
on Certification was instructed to work 
on the revision of the law concerning 
certification requirements of librarians in 
Wisconsin. The executive board of the 
Wisconsin Library Association was em- 
powered to purchase one or more United 
States defense bonds. 


And so the Wisconsin Library Associa- 
tion rounded out its fiftieth year with 
Miss Dagny Borge, President, counseling 
that the W. L. A. look to tomorrow. 


MINUTES OF THE BUSINESS MEETING 


The meeting was called to order by 
the President, Miss Dagny Borge, at 
9:15 A. M. on September 26, 1941, in 
the Crystal Ballroom at the Loraine 
Hotel in Madison. 

Miss Borge announced that registra- 
tion for the convention then totaled 176. 

Miss Laura Olsen read an invitation 
to the Wisconsin Library Association 
from the mayor of Eau Claire to hold 
its next convention in Eau Claire. She 
read also similar invitations from the 
Board of Directors of the Eau Claire 
Public Library and from the Eau Claire 
Chamber of Commerce. Miss Jennie T. 
Schrage moved that the invitation be 
accepted, and Miss Natalie Huhn second- 
ed the motion. Discussion followed. Miss 
Sybil Schuette mentioned the possibility 
of meeting in Milwaukee next June at 
the time of the American Library Asso- 
ciation convention there. Miss Huhn said 
that she thought it a mistake to meet 
with A. L. A. because that made the 
state meeting relatively unimportant. 
Mr. Gilbert Doane suggested that it 
might be possible to postpone the district 





meetings until fall and then hold the 
regular state meeting at the time of the 
A. L. A. convention. Mr. Doane proposed 
an amendment to the motion leaving 
the determination of the time and place 
of the next state meeting up to the 
Executive Board. Miss Martha Merrell 
seconded the amendment, and it was car- 
ried. The motion as amended was then 
put to a vote and carried. 

Miss Schrage gave the report of the 
Adult Education committee and moved 
that the report be accepted and that the 
Wisconsin Library Association again join 
the Joint Committee on Education in 
Wisconsin. Miss Schuette seconded the 
motion and it was carried. Mr. C. B. 
Lester amended the motion instructing 
the officers to continue membership in- 
definitely. Miss Olsen seconded the 
amendment and the motion as amended 
was carried. 

Miss Huhn gave the report of the Cer- 
tification committee and moved that the 
report be accepted. Miss Spear seconded 
the motion, and discussion followed. Mr. 
Lester stated that if the legislature pro- 











December, 1941 


poses a penalty, there would be teeth in 
the law; there are two ways of making 
a law, by having such detailed qualifica- 
tions that anyone may easily determine 
who warrants a certificate; or by a gen- 
eral law which gives a tremendous re- 
sponsibility to the Board. Mr. Lester said 
that the 1921 law had a penalty in it 
when it was drafted, but it was taken 
out by the senate. Miss Farr preferred 
that the law be general—that details be 
by regulation rather than law. Mr. Les- 
ter said that the teacher librarians here 
in the state are so controlled. Miss 
Schrage thought the recommendations 
for in-service training were good, but 
that putting it in the hands of the board 
would not be a good thing. Miss Farr 
suggested having a certification more like 
that of A. L. A., and that certificates be 
issued for a limited time so that people 
have to keep up. Mr. Allez said that he 
would like to have Miss Farr’s sugges- 
tion receive serious consideration; what- 
ever we do must not be so binding that 
changes cannot be made—we should be 
able to make changes without legislative 
action. Mr. Lester said that the general 
basic qualifications must be set; the 
Legislature sets up a general standard 
and then leaves the details to the ad- 
ministrative body. Miss Merrell amended 
the motion referring the report to the 
Certification committee for the coming 
year so that they may get the opinion 
of the Association and have a report next 
year upon which action may be taken; 
the new committee not to be subject to 
any limitations. Mrs. Nathalie H. Scrib- 
ner seconded the amendment and it was 
carried. Then the motion as amended was 
put to a vote and carried. Copies of the 
Certification committee report were dis- 
tributed to all attending the Friday 
morning session. Those present were 
urged to write comments on the report 
in spaces left for this purpose, and to 
turn these in to Miss Huhn as an aid to 
further work on improvement of certifi- 
cation. 


Miss Borge appointed Miss Daisy Trill- 
ing and Miss May Hart as tellers in the 
election of officers. She announced that 
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the polls would be open until Friday, 
Sept. 26 at 5 P. M. 

Miss Helen E. Farr gave the report of 
the Civil Service committee, and moved 
that the report be adopted. Miss Schu- 
ette seconded the motion, and it was car- 
ried. 

There was no report from the Consti- 
tution committee. 

Miss Irene Varney gave the report of 
the Legislative committee and moved the 
adoption of the report. Miss Schuette 
seconded the motion and it was carried. 

The meeting adjourned until Saturday 
morning. 


The adjourned business meeting con- 
tinued on Saturday morning, September 
27th, in the Crystal Ballroom at the 
Hotel Loraine. 

Miss Borge announced that the regis- 
tration at that time was 235. A letter of 
greeting from the Wisconsin Federation 
of Business and Professional Women’s 
Clubs was read. 

Miss Esther Hianny read the report 
of the Publicity committee. Miss Mac- 
George moved that it be accepted; Mrs. 
Thomas seconded the motion and it was 
carried. 

Mr. George Allez gave the report of 
the committee on Salaries and Person- 
nel. There followed a discussion of a pos- 
sible code for Wisconsin Libraries— 
whether the A. L. A. code should be 
adopted or whether Wisconsin needs one 
particularly for itself. Mr. Allez moved 
that the report be adopted with the re- 
commendation that it be referred back 
to the committee for further study with 
special attention paid to small libraries. 
Miss MacGeorge seconded the motion. 
Mr. Allez mentioned that the code of 
A. L. A. might be hard to achieve. Miss 
Marie W. Barkman said that she uses 
the A. L. A. code as her standard and 
wants to achieve that, but that perhaps 
the Association might make a code which 
would prove of more service to small li- 
braries where it might be impossible to 
abide by the A. L. A. code. Mr. Allez 
suggested that people write their opin- 
ions to the committee so that the com- 
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mittee may work along lines directed by 
public opinion. The motion was then put 
to a vote and carried. 

Miss Helen K. Dresser read the Treas- 
urer’s report. 

Mrs. Mary F. Wegg gave the report 
of the Auditing committee, and moved 
that it be accepted. Miss Barkman sec- 
onded the motion and it was carried. 
Miss Katherine Connelly read the report 
of the committee on Exhibits. Miss Mac- 
George moved the report be accepted; 
Miss Merrell seconded the motion and 
it was carried. 

Miss Alma Runge read the report of 
the Scholarship committee. A discussion 
of the situation followed in which it was 
suggested that money be taken from the 
general fund to use for scholarships. 
Miss Runge suggested scholarships might 
be granted to assistants as well. Miss 
Odell moved to accept the report. Miss 
MacGeorge seconded the motion. Mrs. 
Winifred L. Davis suggested that schol- 
arships to librarians be granted first. 
Miss Merrell suggested that the admin- 
istration be left up to the committee. 
The report was then accepted. 

Miss Marie W. Barkman gave the re- 
port of the committee on State-wide Li- 
brary Service, and recommended con- 
tinuation of the committee. Miss Mac- 
George moved that the report be adopted; 
Miss Merrell seconded the motion and it 
was carried. 

Miss Daisy Trilling gave the report 
of the tellers as follows: for President, 
Miss Sybil C. Schuette; Vice-president, 
Miss Helen E. Farr; Secretary, Miss 
Flora E. Hottes; Treasurer, Miss Celia 
R. Hauck. 

Mrs. Mary E. Cushman read the re- 
port of the Resolutions committee and 
recommended that the report be accep- 
ted. Mrs. Thomas seconded it, and the 
motion was carried. 

Miss Borge read a letter from Miss 
Hauck recommending Miss Mary Her- 
onymous for honorary life membership 
in the Wisconsin Library Association. 
Miss MacGeorge moved acceptance of 
the favorable recommendation of the 
executive board in regard to this. Miss 
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Schuette seconded the motion, and it was 
carried. 

Miss Borge read the following letter 
from Mr. E. E. Seebach: 

Since 1937 the sale of “One Hundred 
Years of Wisconsin Authorship” by Mary 
Emogene Hazeltine has netted the Wis- 
consin Library Association $236.62. 
There are 164 copies on hand for sale 
and to date they are moving very slowly. 
Therefore, I would like to recommend to 
the Association that we sell the remain- 
ing copies at $.50 each to the students 
attending the Wisconsin Library School 
until our present supply is exhausted. 

I would like this matter taken up at 
the meeting. 

(Signed) E. E. SEEBACH 
Miss Merrell amended the motion saying 
that the remaining copies be sold at $.50 
as long as the supply lasts with the sale 
not being limited to library school stu- 
dents. Mrs. Ryan seconded the amend- 
ment, and it was carried. Then the mo- 
tion of Mr. Seebach as amended was 
voted upon and carried. Mr. Lester will 
advertise the sale of Miss Hazeltine’s 
book in the Wisconsin Library Bulletin. 
Mr. Lester said that he still has some 
copies of the directory of Wisconsin li- 
braries published by the Junior Members 
in 1939. He moved that the next execu- 
tive board consider the problem; the 
price might be cut on the remaining 
copies since it is rapidly going out of 
date. Mrs. Thomas seconded the motion. 
Miss Merrell proposed an amendment to 
the motion permitting the remaining 
copies of old directories to be disposed of 
for postage. The amendment was sec- 
onded and carried. Then the motion as 
amended was considered and carried. The 
sale of these directories is to be adver- 
tised in the Wisconsin Library Bulletin. 

Miss. Borge suggested the possibility 
of holding the next meeting at the time 
of the A. L. A. convention in June 1942 
in Milwaukee, and asked for a show of 
hands to show preferences. A few more 
people prefer meeting with the A. L. A. 
rather than having a separate meeting. 

Miss MacGeorge moved that the execu- 
tive board be empowered to purchase one 
or more United States defense bonds to 
show the position that the Association 
takes in regard to its country’s service. 
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Miss Barkman seconded the motion to 
the effect that the bonds be purchased 
through Mr. Charles E. Broughton, the 
president and editor of the Sheboygan 
Press who is the state chairman of the 
defense bond sale, in appreciation for 
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the work he has done for the Associa- 
tion. The motion as amended was carried. 

Mrs. Kohli moved the meeting adjourn; 
Miss Schuette seconded the motion, and 
the meeting adjourned at 10:25 A. M. on 
September 27, 1941. 


WHAT THEY WERE READING IN THE NINETIES 
By Arthur Beatty 


An outline from notes of the talk given at the Golden Anniversary Banquet of the 
Wisconsin Library Association, September 27, 1941 


They say that when a man is drown- 
ing all his past life rushes over his con- 
sciousness in the last few seconds. Some- 
thing like this happened to me when I 
was asked to say something, on short 
notice; for what I had read in the nine- 
ties came back pell-mell; and now I must 
select and arrange a few names and 
events for the next twenty minutes; and 
you may entertain the pious hope that 
the drowning man may not like King 
Charles be “an unconscionable time in 
dying.” 

Just a word as. to the boundaries of 
my subject: (1) I shall speak of what 
the nineties brought forth anew and 
what they read; not of the classics they 
read; and (2) I shall speak not of what 
“they” read, but of what “I” read. I 
hope that my experience may be fairly 
representative of those lucky enough to 
have been old enough to read in the nine- 
ties. But not wholly so, and I am sure 
some of you will go out wondering why 
I have not mentioned your favorite book 
or author. 

The nineties are under a cloud, for 
critics have conspired to give them bad 
names: “The gay nineties,” “The mauve 
decade,” “The bad nineties.” If I had 
time I should like to protest against such 
name-calling; and against such simplify- 
ing of a complex decade. Surely a period 
which read and produced Thomas Hardy, 
Kipling, Stephen Crane, and made the 
architecture of Louis Sullivan possible, 
was not wholly gay, mauve, or bad! 

Let us look at certain aspects of the 
decade, and note in how many cases the 
nineties began movements, tastes, and 
creative methods, which by their persis- 
tence into our day prove their profound 


originality and primordial worth. And 
all this despite the failures, which were 
many. 

[Professor Beatty then referred briefly 
to the following schools or movements. ] 


THE Kart YARD SCHOOL 
Ian MacLaren: Beside the Bonnie Bri- 
ar Bush. 1895 


THE CELTIC MOVEMENT 
W. B. Yeats: Cathleen O’Houlihan; 
Countess Cathleen; Land of Hearts’ 
Desire 
Lady Gregory 
J. M. Synge 


CAPE AND SworRD SCHOOL 

Anthony Hope: Prisoner of Zenda, 
1896 

P. Leicester Ford: Peter Sterling, 
1896; Janice Meredith, 1899 

Mary Johnston: To have and to hold, 
1900 

Winston Churchill: 
1899 

Maurice Hewlett: The forest lovers, 
1898 

(How dead are most of them!) 


Richard Carvel, 


THE GENTEEL-TRADITION AND NEw ReE- 
ALISM 
James Lane Allen: The Kentucky car- 
dinal, 1894 


REALISM 
Stephen Crane: 
courage, 1894 
Frank Norris: McTeague, 1897; Wheat 
trilogy 


The red badge of 


THE AESTHETES 
The Yellow book (Aubrey Beardsley, 
Oscar Wilde) 
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THE DETECTIVE-CRIME-MYSTERY STORY 
‘ Gonan. Doyle: Sherlock Holmes 


Then we must not overlook some who 
are not easily classified. 


Rudyard Kipling: Ballads and Barrack 
room ballads, 1892; Departmental dit- 
ties, 1899; Plain tales, 1890; Life’s 
handicap, 1891; The seven seas, 1897 

George DuMaurier: Peter Ibbetson, 1891; 
Trilby, 1894 

E. N. Westcott: David Harum, 1898 

Wisconsin authors: 

Hamlin Garland: Main-traveled roads, 
1891 

C. D. Stewart: The fugitive blacksmith 

[1905] 

Eugene Field: Profitable tales, 1897 

Bliss Carman and Richard Hovey 

W. E. Henley 
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Thomas Hardy: Tess of the D’Urber- 
villes, 1891 


In view of this goodly showing we can 
say to you youngsters: “Spare your pity: 
and go back and read some of the things 
which the nineties produced.” We really 
had a good time ,and frequently an ex- 
citing time. We had the “bicycle built 
for two,” The Gibson Girl, the Prince 
Albert coat; we had Venezuela and 
President Cleveland; Dewey and the 
Spanish war and embalmed beef, also 
the South African War, Nansen and the 
Pole. We also had the Vanderbilt-Marl- 
borough wedding. We also had that bril- 
liant humorist, Mr. Dooley, whose com- 
ments on peace and war were and are 
still so pat—a humorist without a suc- 
cessor. 

Have I been over long in drowning? 


COMMITTEE REPORTS 1940-1941 


Adult Education Committee 


On April 23rd, a meeting of the Adult 
Education committee was called to plan 
the program, especially for the part of 
the Wisconsin Library Association con- 
vention in September which is allotted 
to this field, but also in any other phase 
of adult education work through li- 
braries. The chairman had attended the 
Central States Conference on Adult Edu- 
cation at the University of Minnesota 
April 17, 18 and 19. 

Each member of the committee under- 
took to attend one or more of the district 
meetings—Miss Medway, the May lst 
meeting at Randolph; Miss Sornson, 
May 9th at Mondovi and May 27th at 
Wonewoc; Mrs. Culver, May 27th at 
Wonewoc; Mr. Allez, May 13th at Lake 
Geneva and May 20th at Mosinee and 
June 3rd at Bloomington; Miss Shepherd, 
June 5th at Marinette; Miss Schrage, 
May 18th at Lake Geneva and June 11th 
at Park Falls. Most of these were car- 
ried out, though the committee members 
did not always have an opportunity to 
discuss their subject at the meeting. 

Mrs. Culver having suggested that if 
libraries were to sponsor Forum groups, 
they would need to know where to get 





inexpensive out-of-town speakers, each 
member agreed to try to list names for 
such a list from all parts of the state. 
This project was not carried out, how- 
ever. 


The committee had asked for a morn- 
ing session and luncheon on the first day, 
and were given the entire day, with an 
outstanding speaker, Dr. Lyman Bryson, 
for the evening. The program, as com- 
pleted, presented Dr. William F. Rasche 
of the Milwaukee Vocational School in 
the morning; Miss Alice Farquhar, Chi- 
cago Public Library Reader’s Advisor, 
at the luncheon; and a panel with Mr. 
John Chancellor presiding, consisting of 
Miss Farquhar, Miss Schrage, Mr. Mar- 
tin Andersen of the Rural Sociology 
Dept. of the University of Wisconsin, 
Mrs. Raymond Sayre, Country Life As- 
sociation, Mrs. Edgar Buzzell, represent- 
ing the Joint Committee on Education 
in Wisconsin, discussed “How to revital- 
ize local democracy” in the afternoon. 


By virtue of the chairmanship, Miss 
Schrage was the representative with the 
president, Miss Borge, on the Joint Com- 
mittee on Education in Wisconsin; a com- 
mittee which represents fifteen state or- 
ganizations and departments which are 
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concerned with education, and which 
meets monthly. 

Its work is to make out study outlines 
in its field, and arrange for one-day 
“workshops” in various localities at 
which local and state-wide education 
problems are discussed. It does not take 
any active part in legislation, but its 
members report back to the organiza- 
tions they represent, so that these may 
act on the recommendations based on 
study and fact-finding. A state-wide 
“Open Meeting” in Madison October 15th 
is to be an example of such “workshops” 
and a folder inviting all librarians to 
attend was enclosed in the program of 
the convention. 

The committee recommends that the 
Association continue its membership in 
the Joint Committee on Education. 

Respectfully submitted, 
HazEL MEDWAY 
Mrs. Louise T. CULVER 
MARGIE SORNSON 
GEORGE ALLEz 
JENNIE T. SCHRAGE, Chairman 


Auditing Committee 


The auditing committee has examined 
the books for the year 1940-1941 ending 
September 24, and found them to be 
correct. 


Mary FREEMAN WEGG, Chairman 
CiarA L. LINDSLEY 
FRANCIS J. ZVOLANEK 


Certification Committee 


The committee felt that the suggested 
credits and equivalents could be revised 
to some extent to meet the 1941 require- 
ments for education and experience, but 
these changes should not disturb the cer- 
tificate of any librarian in service at the 
present time. The credits are to be ap- 
plied only to those librarians in service 
up to the time the amendment is passed, 
who wish to fit themselves for another 
certificate and the changes are not to 
be construed as retroactive in any way. 
The change suggested in the computation 
of credits and equivalents listed on page 
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78 of the April 1940 issue of the Wis- 
consin Library Bulletin, is for 1/4 credit 
instead of 1/2 credit “for each year of 
other successful library experience,” pro- 
vided that at least 1/3 (one-third) of 
these credits have been gained through 
formal education. 

The state planning, civil service and 
the certification committees feel the ur- 
gent need for full revamping of the cer- 
tification laws both for librarians’ cer- 
tificate and personnel of board. 


Grade one: requiring four years of col- 
lege or university approved by an ac- 
crediting association of more than state 
wide standing, plus one year of training 
in a library school accredited by the 
American Library Association, and not 
less than four years of appropriate li- 
brary experience in a library of recog- 
nized standing. 

Grade two: four years of college or 
university approved by an accrediting 
association of more than state wide 
standing, plus a summer librarian course 
approved by the American Library As- 
sociation, and two years of appropriate 
library experience in a library of recog- 
nized standing. 

Grade three: two years of college or 
university, plus a summer librarian 
course approved by the American Li- 
brary Association, and one year of ap- 
propriate library experience in a library 
of recognized standing . 

Grade four: high school graduation, 
and including such additional require- 
ments as shall satisfy the board that the 
applicant is able to do successful library 
work in the position to which such a li- 
brarian’s certificate makes such an ap- 
plicant eligible. 

An applicant who has the necessary 
education and training but lacks experi- 
ence, may receive a license to serve one 
or two years to obtain this qualification. 

Grade five: clerical position: at least 
high school graduation and a course in 
business training and such aptitudes as 
are necessary for library work. 

“In-service” training for those possess- 
ing grade one certificates: Evidence must 
also be shown every six years of some 
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contribution to the profession in the way 
of further education, active civic respon- 
sibilities or travel. 


PERSONNEL OF BOARD 


At least one member shall be elected 
from the Wisconsin Library Association 
and that all members should be approved 
by this Association. 

When the time comes that a penalty 
can be placed upon those libraries not 
conforming to this Certification scheme, 
the Certification Board should be given 
power to automatically place the penalty 
upon the defaulter. 

ErRNA H. MatTHys 

ELLA D. KNEELAND 

NELLIE W. KOHLI 

NATALIE T. HUHN, Chairman 


Committee on Civil Service 


Lacking definite instructions for the 
year’s work, the committee on Civil Serv- 
ice on January 27, 1941 sent a letter to 
all active members of the Association 
asking whether or not the committee 
should undertake to secure the passage 
of a law exempting certified librarians 
from the civil service law Wis. Stats. 
66.19. The letter stated the reasons why 
the committee proposed to take this ac- 
tion and made it clear that it would not 
do so without the sanction of a majority 
of the members. 

Replies to the 357 letters sent out were 
as follows: 

Favored proposed amendment to civil 
service law 
Opposed proposed amendment to civil 

service law 21 
No reply 102 
Judging this a sufficient endorsement the 
committee gave its vigorous support to 
Bill no. 294 S which was introduced by 
Senator William A. Freehoff. At the re- 
quest of the committee many Associa- 
tion members approached their Senate 
representatives. At the Senate commit- 
tee hearing only one person, represent- 
ing the Wisconsin League of Municipal- 
ities, appeared against the bill. A hear- 
ing, announced only to opponents of the 
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measure was held later. The bill eventu- 
ally was reported favorably by the Com- 
mittee on State and Local Government 
and was passed under suspension of rules 
without opposition in the Senate. It was 
then so late in the session that the bill 
could not go through the usual routine 
and reach the Assembly before adjourn- 
ment. It would have been necessary to 
withdraw it from Committee and bring 
it to the floor without hearings. Oppo- 
nents of the bill were successful in hold- 
ing it in the Committee where it was 
finally reported for indefinite postpone- 
ment, too late for a vote in the Assembly. 

Two bills Numbers 381 A and 382 A 
of concern to all libraries subject to the 
Civil Service law 66.19 were introduced 
into the Assembly. These bills would 
have operated to remove all control of 
appointments and compensation of li- 
brarians from the library board to the 
governing body in communities in which 
a civil service system was established. It 
was the belief of the committee that these 
laws would abolish the protection from 
political influence which civil service is 
said to provide. For that reason the com- 
mittee undertook to organize opposition 
to these bills. Though wishing to exempt 
librarians from the civil service law the 
committee recognized that Bill no. 294 S 
might fail to pass and were therefore 
concerned that civil service where it ex- 
ists should be as non-political as possible. 
After a bewildering series of amend- 
ments and amendments to amendments 
these bills were finally rejected by the 
Assembly. 

In the whole campaign for Bill no. 
294 § and against 381 A and 382 A the 
majority of our members stood loyally 
behind the committee. The committee’s 
efforts were only partly successful but 
librarians have made themselves felt as 
a group which has opinions and is will- 
ing to back them. It is the opinion of the 
committee that the legislative program 
was worth while for that reason. Again 
and again legislators quoted from the 
letters sent by librarians and indicated 
that they were giving consideration to 
their librarian constituents. Whether or 
not the Association ever goes to the legis- 
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lature again with a similar bill it has 
prepared the ground for any measure it 
may care to sponsor. 

Since, for the time being, at least, li- 
brarians are to be subject to civil service 
when the municipality adopts it the com- 
mittee recommends that a new commit- 
tee be appointed for next year to gather 
data about the operation of civil service 
in libraries. Its actual effect upon work- 
ing conditions and personnel rules and 
the efficiency of library service should 
be examined realistically. Such a study 
should furnish grounds for deciding 
whether or not the Association will again 
attempt to secure exemption from civil 
service in the 1942 legislature. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CELIA Hauck 
EpItH KNILANS 
MARTHA MERRELL 
SyBIL SCHUETTE 
HELEN E. Farr, Chairman 


Committee on Exhibits 








20 booths rents @ $20.00.............. $400.00 
Deposit left from withdrawal........ 10.00 
Interest on account.......................--- 16 
| i ee eS RE Pe, $410.16 
Expenses: 
Postage $ 5.43 
19 signs @ 30c.................. 5.70 
Expense to attend com- 
mittee meeting.............. 4,00 
Transportation on tables 9.50 
Rent for tables.................. 3.00 
Signs for Division break- 
fas .. 240 
Local telephone calls........ .25 
Night watchman................ 5.40 
Bank draft fee to Miss 
PROMB OR oo 5oe0522essvecapecactece .48 
PUOOO ois scicacscecasccacsccccnse 374.00 
$410.16 


Respectfully submitted, 
KATHERINE M. CONNELLY, Chairman 


Legislative Committee 


The Executive Board of last year re- 
commended that this year’s Legislative 
committee attempt to have a change 
made in the Wisconsin Statutes, to allow 
expenses for library board members. 
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The change recommended was as fol- 
lows: 

Wisconsin statutes 43.26 (1), last sen- 
tence, read as follows: No compensation 
or expenses shall be paid to the members 
of any municipal library board for their 
services as such. It is recommended that 
this be changed to read: 

No compensation shall be paid to the 
members of any municipal library board 
for their services as such, but they may 
be reimbursed for their actual and neces- 
sary expenses incurred in performing 
duties outside the municipality if so 
authorized by the board. 

This bill was introduced in the Assem- 
bly by Mr. Daugs, February 5, 1941, and 
became a law upon being signed by the 
Governor, April 18, 1941. 

The Legislative committee also ap- 
peared at hearings on the Civil Service 
bill, and wrote letters to senators and 
assemblymen about the budget for the 
Library Commission, and about the bills 
introduced by Mr. Goldthorpe which 
would have weakened civil service and 
thrown the power of appointment and 
compensation of employees back to the 
city council. 

Respectfully submitted, 
IRENE E. VARNEY, Chairman 


Membership Committee 


Paid memberships for the year 1941 
were 389. There are less than two hun- 
dred of the people holding these member- 
ships who also hold membership in the 
American Library Association. On the 
other hand there are practically the same 
number who belong to the A. L. A. and 
not to W. L. A. In order to have two 
representatives on the A. L. A. Council, 
it is necessary to have three hundred 
people who are members of both A. L. A. 
and W. L. A. This does not seem an im- 
possibility for the coming year when the 
national convention will be held in Mil- 
waukee. 

Committee members attended the 
round tables throughout the state or had 
representatives there to acquaint the 
membership with the plans of the Asso- 
ciation as outlined by the Executive 
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Board. Closer cooperation between groups 
and the Association is desirable and 
should be encouraged in every way. This 
effort should not be limited to the public 
libraries but should include school and 
college libraries as well. 

DoroTHY WHITTAKER 

MAE E. HITCHCOCK 

Nancy B. Tuomas, Chairman 


Publicity Committee 


The Publicity committee has accomp- 
lished the following things this year: 
1. On February 11th for the 50th an- 
niversary date of the founding of the 
Association, news stories were mailed to 
40 daily newspapers in the state and a 
few weeklies. 

2. Advance notices of the annual meeting 
were mailed to the Wilson Bulletin, Li- 
brary Journal, and the American Library 
Association. 

3. A history of the W. L. A. was com- 
piled and printed in the Wisconsin Li- 
brary Bulletin. 

4. A directory of the past officers and 
places of meeting was compiled and 
printed in the program. 

5. A serap book of Library Association 
activities was kept and posted at the 
meeting among the non-commercial ex- 
hibits. 

6. Advance notices were mailed to the 
press early in September. 

MARION LANGDELL, Chairman 


LocaAL PUBLICITY REPORT 


1. On the Sundays of August 17 and 
September 21, the Madison papers car- 
ried a total of 25 column inches of stories 
about the convention. Pictures of officers 
and Dean Birge were used. 

2. A press table was maintained at the 
convention, and daily reports of the 
speeches and business transactions ap- 
peared in the Madison papers. 110 col- 
umn inches pf space was given us by lo- 
cal papers. 

8. Radio broadcasts of two 15-minute 
periods were given: 

September 25 at 11:00 A. M. on 
WIBA, a three-way forum between Roy 
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Matson, managing editor of the State 
Journal, and librarians Helen E. Farr 
and Aileen MacGeorge on “The Library 
in the World Today.” 

September 25 at 4:30 P. M. on WHA, 
Mrs. Raymond Sayre spoke for extension 
of rural library service. 

4. Miss Borge subscribed to a clipping 
service to have the year’s record of all 
publicity given to the Wisconsin Library 
Association. 

EsTHER HIANNY 


Resolutions Committee 


Since it is the 50th anniversary of the 
Wisconsin Library Association, it is ap- 
propriate to express appreciation to 
those who have been responsible for its 
growth. Especially do we wish to men- 
tion those who have contributed largely 
to their local libraries and to the State 
Association and who have recently with- 
drawn from active work. Special tribute 
is paid to Mr. M. S. Dudgeon, former 
secretary of the Library Commission, li- 
brarian of the Milwaukee Public Library, 
and always friend of Wisconsin libraries. 
We are also proud that again a Wiscon- 
sin librarian has been honored in the 
selection of Miss Almere L. Scott of 
Madison as winner of the 1940 Theodora 
W. Youmans citizenship award. 

We wish to congratulate the district 
conferences for the interesting and out- 
standing programs. These meetings have 
brought about a closer relationship be- 
tween the Wisconsin Library Associa- 
tion and the district organizations. 

In view of the fact that much of the 
Association’s undertakings must be car- 
ried on by special committees, we wish 
to express the appreciation of the Asso- 
ciation to all of these committees, and 
also to those who introduced in the Le- 
gislature bills favorable to the Associa- 
tion. Mr. Palmer F. Daugs introduced 
the bill pertaining to trustees expenses; 
Mr. Joseph M. Theisen introduced Bill 
no. 281 A for the appropriation for 
State- wide library service; Mr. Noah J. 
Frey helped to secure the introduction 
of Bill no. 294 S dealing with Civil Serv- 
ice; Senator William A. Freehoff intro- 
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duced Bill no. 294 S; and Mr. Ora R. 
Rice gave freely of his advice and help 
in the Assembly with Bill no. 294 S. 

Whereas, Friends of libraries have 
been generous during the past year, 

Be it resolved that the Association ex- 
press its appreciation for the following 
gifts: 

Sixty-one thousand dollars of the Mead 
Trust Fund expended for remodeling and 
for addition to the library at Sheboygan. 
Two hundred and fifty dollars (25% of 
a $1000 bequest) used for books for a 
school branch at Racine. 

Five hundred dollars was added to the 
endowment fund to be used for books 
through the will of Judge Byron B. Park 
at Stevens Point. This library also re- 
ceived through the will of Etta Shaffer 
five hundred dollars to be used for li- 
brary purposes. 

Two five hundred dollar bonds received 
at the Antigo Public Library from the 
will of Mrs. Maud B. Gibbs. This fund 
to be used in the Children’s Department. 
One hundred dollars received from the 
estate of Miss Florence Scherffius to be 
used for children’s books at the Ocon- 
omowoc Public Library. 

Five thousand dollars from Mrs. Thom- 
as Bardon to the Vaughn public library 
with the recommendation that it be used 
to establish a special book fund. 

We have lost from our ranks those 
who have given faithful service. We wish 
to pay tribute to them. We wish to pay 
special tribute to Dr. Joseph Schafer, 
superintendent of the State Historical 
Society and chairman of the Library 
Commission, and to Miss Harriet C. 
Long, state librarian of Oregon and once 
chief of the Wisconsin Traveling Li- 
brary. Their records of distinguished 
service will long be remembered. We 
have also lost the following: 

Mrs. Polly Smalley of Cuba City, a li- 
brary board member for 14 years, and 
president of the board at the time of her 
death. 

Miss Mary Porter, Portage librarian 
for many years, and faithful attendant 
at our Association meetings. 

Mrs. Emma Smith, assistant in the La 
Crosse County Library. 
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Mrs. Harry Miller of Fairchild, sec- 
retary and treasurer of the board. 

Mrs. Annie Stratman of Dodgeville, 
trustee for many years. 

Mrs. J. A. Campbell, member of the 
library board at Superior and president 
of the board from 1933-1939. 

Mr. Waldemar Ager, Eau Claire, vice- 
president of the board and a member for 
33 years. Mr. Ager was well known as a 
lecturer, author and editor. 

Mr. Sydney E. Jones, director of the 
Gilbert M. Simmons Library for many 
years, was killed in an auto accident in 
April 1941. 

Mrs. Sarah M. Morrison, member of 
the Racine Public Library Board, 1899- 
1935, and secretary most of that time, 
passed away in August 1941. 

Mrs. Thomas Bardon, president of the 
Vaughn Public Library Board for 19 
years, died November 1939. She was one 
of the pioneer women of Ashland and un- 
doubtedly one of the most popular. 

Mrs. Lillian Berry Buell, formerly hos- 
pital librarian in Milwaukee, died in 
August 1941 in California. 

Miss Eliza Lamb, head cataloger at 
the University of Wisconsin Library, 
died in October 1940. 

Whereas, We have had the pleasure 
of assembling at our State Capital, and 
have enjoyed unusually fine meetings, the 
Library Association extends its thanks 
to: 

Madison Free Library 

Madison Library Club 

Wisconsin Library School 

Madison Hotels 

Exhibitors and Demco Co. at Madison 
for programs. 

Speakers — especially those who have 
come from other states. 

Local Arrangement Committee 

In submitting this report your com- 
mittee on resolutions recommends its 
adoption. It further recommends these 
resolutions be spread upon the minutes 
of the Association and the secretary be 
instructed to send each individual and 
group concerned a copy of these resolu- 
tions. 

Mrs. Mary E. CUSHMAN 
Miss ANNA R. JONES, Chairman 
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Committee on Salaries and Personnel 


The committee was charged with the 
responsibility to consider the advisability 
of developing a Procedure of organiza- 
tion and personnel for Wisconsin li- 
braries. 


The nature of the following report is 
due to the late appointment of the com- 
mittee and also due to the nature of its 
responsibilities. 

It was realized that such a develop- 
ment of procedures would require con- 
siderable work on the part of the com- 
mittee and also on the part of many li- 
brarians. It has been felt by the commit- 
tee that before the actual preliminary 
report was started the project should be 
presented to the Association, explaining 
its nature and purpose as well as what 
is involved. 

It is the understanding of the commit- 
tee that the project anticipates a Model 
of Organization and Personnel Procedure 
similar in form to the one prepared in 
1940 by the A. L. A. Subcommittee on 
Schemes of Service of the Board on Sal- 
aries, Staff and Tenure, with special ap- 
plication to Wisconsin libraries. It is as- 
sumed that the final draft would be ap- 
proved by the Association and recom- 
mended as a code of procedure and or- 
ganization for Wisconsin libraries. 

In general such a code would include 
the following items. 

1. Classification of positions 
2. Appointments 
3. Service ratings 
4. Promotions and transfers 
5. Tenure 
. Separations from service 
. Working conditions 
. Welfare and economic security 
. Opportunity for self-development 
10. Staff relationships 

Before proceeding further it was 
deemed wise by the committee to raise 
the following questions to the Associa- 
tions: 

1. In your opinion, would such a Code 
of Procedure be of value to you and to 
your library boards? 

2. Does the Wisconsin situation justify 
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a special Code of Procedure or is the one 
developed by the A. L. A. adequate for 
your needs? 

8. Are you still willing to cooperate in 
responding to questionnaires, offering 
suggestions and in general giving the 
time and study so that such a code will 
be the general concensus of judgment 
and opinion of Wisconsin libraries? 

4, Will the Association bear the ex- 
pense of questionnaires, postage and in- 
cidental expenses in carrying out this 
study and in publishing the final report? 

GerorGE C. ALLEz, Chairman 
JANE E. KELLY 
HELEN ANDERSON 


Scholarship Committee 


The Scholarship committee was auth- 
orized by the Executive Board to offer 
not more than two scholarships of $50 
each for study at the 1941 summer ses- 
sion of the Wisconsin Library School. 
These scholarships were advertised in 
the Wisconsin Library Bulletin and in 
the Advance Bulletin of Selected Books 
sent out by the Book Selection depart- 
ment. There was one applicant, Mrs. 
Frances Perry, librarian at Black River 
Falls, and her name was sent to the 
Executive Board for recommended re- 
ceipt of the 1941 scholarship. Mrs. Perry 
accepted the scholarship and attended 
the 1941 session of summer school at the 
Library School. 

The committee recommends that addi- 
tional funds be raised for this fund, also 
that this scholarship grant be extended 
to include assistants in public libraries 
in Wisconsin. The balance in the scholar- 
ship fund is $45.08. 

DoROTHEA M. KRAUSE 
ELIZABETH SMITHERS 
AuMA M. Runceg, Chairman 


Committee for State-Wide Library 
Service 


On the recommendation of last year’s 
committee for State-wide Library Serv- 
ice it was voted by the Wisconsin Li- 
brary Association to request the Free Li- 
brary Commission to include in its bud- 
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get request for the next biennium a pro- 
posal for a state aid fund. On November 
1, 1940, Miss Borge and the chairman of 
the committee received official notice 
from Mr. Lester that reads in part: 

“We are informed that while the pro- 
cedure is unusual, such a request could 
be received for consideration with the 
budget if presented by the Commission. 
Such a request directly from the Asso- 
ciation, however, would not be considered 
in order for the regular budget hearings. 

“It is suggested that such a request 
involves state policy, and not funds 
alone, and therefore it is a matter first 
for legislative consideration. 

“The Chairman directs me to inform 
you that under all the circumstances 
members of the Commission do not deem 
it advisable to present such a request as 
a supplement to the operating budget. 
They believe the Association should rath- 
er present the proposal by separate bill 
in the usual way for consideration of the 
policy by the appropriate legislative com- 
mittees and advise that you follow that 
course if you so desire.” 

In consequence, the committee decided 
to have a bill introduced in the legisla- 
ture and on February 19, 1941, Bill no. 
281 A was introduced by Mr. Theisen in 
the Assembly, asking for an appropria- 


tion of $150,000. A copy of the bill was 
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sent to all libraries in the state. The bill 
received publicity through newspaper 
copy, editorials, a radio address by As- 
semblyman Theisen. 

On April 2 there was a hearing of the 
bill before the Assembly Committee on 
Education. On April 15 the bill was re- 
ported for indefinite postponement, but 
did not come to vote before the final ad- 
journment. 

On May 9 Bill no. 867 A was intro- 
duced by the Committee on Rules, relat- 
ing to a tax on drug and toilet prepara- 
tions. Of the net proceeds derived from 
the tax $100,000 was to be used annually 
for state-wide library service. On May 
12 Amendment no. 1 A to Bill no. 281 A 
was offered to reduce the $150,000 ap- 
propriation to $100,000. There was a 
hearing on May 22 of Bill no. 867 A. 

Adjournment of the legislature came 
before this bill was brought up for a 
vote. 


Respectfully submitted, 


MARTHA B. MERRELL 

ALICE MILLERD 

Mrs, CHARLES VESLAK 

MarIE W. BARKMAN, Chairman 


BOOKS WANTED! 


Campaign for ten million good books to be donated for use of U. S. 
forces on land and sea will be under way on January 12. 


Consult your local Defense Committee. 


Enlist help of all local agencies and organizations. 


Instructions for sorting and shipping will come from Richard E. 


Krug, State Director. 
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TREASURER’S REPORTS 


September 24, 1941 
Receipte 


From the 1940 Treasurer, Miss Rowe 
Gesorsl @uG0...2..<.-<-50 $1,201.32 





Educational fund__------ 95.08 
Rent from exhibitors, balance 
unpaid 1940 convention 10.00 
Dues received to Sept. 24-. 246,05 
Total receipts through Sept. 24---~ $1,552.45 
Disbursements 
A, L, A. contributing mem- 
bership dues..........§ 25.00 
President’s expenses__-_-~-~ 41.85 
Secretary’s expenses_____~-_ 15,14 
Treasurer's expenses______~- 21.27 
State Certification Board ex- 
eae 20.65 
Executive Board: Travel___ 41.02 
Committees : 
LE eee ener ere 35.89 
bo eee 55.24 
OT ES 8.05 
rte SE 65. acer wnne 52.21 
General disbursements to 
_ 3 ae $ 316.32 
Scholarship to Mrs. Frances 
Perry, Library School 
summer term.......... 50.00 
Total disbursements through Sept. 24 366.32 
Salance on hand Sept. 24, 1941__-__ - $1,186.13 


General fond............9 
Educational fund 3° 





November 21, 1941 


salunce on hand Sept, 24---------- $1,186.13 


Receipts Sept. 24-Nov, 21 


Dues paid at Convention 
» 
Dues paid following Conven- 
oo  . ) Seer $ 146.00 





tegistration fees____---.-~ 108.40 
Rent from Exhibitors__---_ 374.00 
MisceHaneeOs ....<.-cccan 2.79 
Receipts Sept. 24-Nov, 21---------- 631.19 
Total receipts 1941................- $1,817.32 
Disbursements Sept. 24-Nov. 21 
Joint Committee on Educa- 
OO cmc meccoee 5.00 
Presidents’ expense: _ tele- 
grams, postage__-__---~ 10.08 
Secretary's expense : postage, 
MEME accccmemmue 2.59 
a 9.50 
State Certification Board_-- 6.00 
Convention: General ex- 
WOR jccccmenaiincaiod 34.70 
ee 3.00 
Publicity ------.--------- 6.74 
Entertainment of guests, 
UNE cetiaanvcanc cio 7.75 
Banquet : 
Entertainment and flow- 
ers, decorations__----~ $2.45 
Children’s Section--------- 6.25 
BOeRECrs occ eens 370.27 
Disbursements Sept. 24-Nov. 21----- 494.28 
Balance on hand Nov, 21, 1941:_--- $1.323.04 
General fended $1,277.96 
Educational fund_------ $ 45.08 


SECTION MEETINGS 


County Library Section 


The County Section meeting was 
opened by Mrs. Edna Schaller of the La 
Crosse County Library as chairman. She 
presented Mr. Lester who introduced a 
committee from Grant County who con- 
sented to have their committee meeting 
public to discuss plans to secure aid for 
a County Library. Mr. Lester sketched 
the reason for the committee meeting 
and also a history of Grant County. The 
following women were present at the 
committee meeting: Mrs. A. D. Gibson, 
Cuba City, Chairman; Mrs. Dan Donnan, 
Fennimore; Mrs. W. lL. Morrissey, 
Bloomington; Mrs. H. E. Carthew, Lan- 
caster; and Mrs. Cora Doolittle, Lan- 
caster. 


The members of. the committee ex- 





plained how they were trying to provide 
books for people unable to get them, as 
the facilities were not adequate for the 
county as a whole. Each member of the 
committee gave a report of what she had 
been able to do; and then the County 
Section, representing the people of Grant 
County, asked questions about the vari- 
ous points in the proposed program. The 
members of the County section also of- 
fered advice and suggestions as to how 
things had been done in their respective 
counties. The meeting of the committee 
was very interesting to all the members 
of the County Section and a vote of 
thanks was extended to the Grant Coun- 
ty delegation for their cooperation. 

Mrs. Schaller next introduced Miss 
Vivian Canfield who is in charge of the 
state W. P. A. project. Miss Canfield ex- 
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plained that the W. P. A. was working 
on three activities: bookbinding, service 
to existing libraries and service to 
rural communities with no _ library 
service. The bookbinding projects have 
been cut intentionally as employment is 
not as important a factor as it has been 
in the past. W. P. A. has four bookmo- 
biles at this time. They are in Shawano, 
Marinette, and Columbia counties, and 
the fourth one is divided between Ash- 
land, Price and Washburn counties. Miss 
Canfield explained that the W. P. A. was 
not intended as a permanent help to li- 
braries but rather a temporary help un- 
til the counties could take over the work. 

A short business meeting was held and 
a unanimous ballot was cast for Mrs. 
Schaller as chairman and Miss Margie 
Sornson as secretary for the coming 
year. There being no further business 
the meeting adjourned. 


JESSIE SANFORD, Secretary 
Hospital Librarians’ Section 


Mrs. G. B. Nielsen, Chief of the Hos- 
pital Department of the Minneapolis 
Public Library, spoke to the group on 
“Organization of the Hospital Group.” 
She told exactly how they had gone about 
organizing their group in Minnesota, 
and gave those at the meeting many use- 
ful pointers on how to go about making 
their group more active. 

A report of the 1941 A. L. A. Hospital 
Sessions and the Editorial Board Meet- 
ings of the Hospital Book Guide, sent in 
by Miss Marion E. Langdell of the Eau 
Claire Public Library, was read by the 
secretary. 

The chairman of the group, Miss Mar- 
garet Allen of the Oshkosh Public Li- 
brary, reported on the meeting of the 
Hospital Librarians which was a part of 
the Tri-State Hospital Assembly at the 
Stevens Hotel in Chicago last May. 

A brief business meeting was held at 
the end of the meeting, and Miss Wini- 
fred Hawk of the Racine Public Library 
was elected chairman of the group for 
the coming year, with Miss Elvera 
Johnson of the U. S. Veteran’s Admin- 
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istration Facility at Mendota, Wiscon- 
sin, chosen to serve as secretary of fhe 
group. 


JEAN DYKSTERHOUSE, Secretary 
Reference Section 


The Reference Section meeting was 
held at 2:30 P. M. on Sept. 26. There 
was a large attendance due no doubt to 
our good fortune in obtaining as a speak- 
er someone so particularly qualified as 
Mr. Louis Shores who is the Director of 
the Library School and Instructor in 
Reference at George Peabody College, 
Nashville, Tennessee, and an authority 
on evaluating and using reference ma- 
terials. 

Mr. Shores brought the “greetings, 
congratulations and best wishes of both 
the Tennessee Library Association. and 
the Library School of George Peabody 
College” on the 50th anniversary of the 
founding of our Association, and pre- 
faced his talk by paying tribute to the 
“major contributions to librarianship 
made by the librarians of Wisconsin and 
by our justly nationally famous Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin Library School.” 

With the exception of a short business 
meeting after the program, the entire 
hour was given to Mr. Shores’ practical 
and stimulating paper, Information 
Pleas, and to the questions following the 
discussion. Mr. Shores said, “There has 
never been a more propitious moment for 
our craft. ... This is an emergency era. 
But it is also a reference era—an era 
when every public and private agency, 
every man, woman and child wants in- 
formation.” He talked on Reference 
Functions, Types of Reference Questions, 
Reference Records, Readers’ Advisory 
Service and Information vs. Propaganda. 
In discussing the latter subject he point- 
ed out that “in German libraries the 
reader is not given information but infor- 
mation from a point-of-view. No matter 
what the query, the reference librarian is 
instructed to present the answer in such 
a way that it will glorify the Third 
Reich.” He raised the question whether 
“in these times our information services 
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too, should not be harnessed to the glori- 
fication of our way of life, the spirit and 
letter of our Declaration of Independence 
and Constitution. ... Is it not our respon- 
sibility to reorient ourselves,” he said, 
“and make of our reference services, ‘li- 
braries of information’ which not only 
answer questions directed to us but initi- 
ate questions people should ask about 
world problems, and present answers that 
in the light of our democratic beliefs ap- 
pear just?” 

In conclusion he mentioned three defin- 
ite challenges to librarianship in general 
and to reference work in particular: 

“(1) The emergency challenge from 
war-time industry and government. Can 
we adapt our peace-time techniques to 
take over a major share of information 
searching, especially in the sciences and 
technology? 


WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 


December, 1941 


“(2) The educational challenge. Can 
we re-focus our reading guidance to be- 
come the new teaching on all levels from 
infancy through adulthood? 

“(3) The propaganda challenge, from 
the British and German and Russian li- 
braries of information. Should we cre- 
ate an American Library of Information 
that will initiate as well as supply in- 
formation from an American point-of- 
view?” 

In these three challenges he saw an 
opportunity to “re-vitalize our reference 
craft, a spur to new professional achieve- 
ment, a new generation of library serv- 
ice.” 

At the business meeting Miss Edith 
Shepard of Fond du Lac was elected 
chairman for next year. 


Mary DE JONGE, Chairman 


A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT BOOKS 
Edited by Mary Katharine Reely 


Philosophy and Religion 


Duguid, Julien. I am persuaded. 1941. 
862p. Appleton, $2.50. 201 


A spiritual autobiography. The author, best 
known for his adventure narrative, Green Hell, 
tells of his orthodox up-bringing in the Anglican 
church. his departure from faith and years of 
agnostic-reasoning, and finally of his return. 
The religion to which he came back however 
had shed many of its churchly trappings and 
had taken on a more enlightened form to which 
science and modern understanding contribute. 
Should interest many who are uncertain and 
feeling their way. 


Overstreet, Bonaro W. Brave enough 
for life. 1941. 210p. Harper, $2.50. 
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For a faith to live by in these times the 
author looks to the people she has known, and 
out of her experiences with the great ones of 
the earth (living and dead) and with the rank 
and file of the common crowd, finds that her 
trust in human nature is justified. Should have 
a& warm response from many readers. 


See Booklist 38:73 N. 1 °41. 
Sociology 


Adamic, Louis. Two-way passage. 1941. 
328p. Harper, $2.50. 325.78 


Mr. Adamic’s idea, briefly, is that when the 
war has been won, the reconstruction of Europe 
should be placed in the hands of second-gen- 
eration immigrants who will carry back to the 
old country the lesson learned here in America 
of a diversity of races living together in har- 
mony. The analysis leading up to the proposal 
is stimulating reading, with its wealth of first- 
hand observation on the situation here and 
abroad and the effects on Europe of immigra- 
tion restriction. 


See Booklist 38:90 N. 15 °41. 


Haskin, Frederic J. The American gov- 
ernment. 1941. 566p. Harper, $3. 353 


An entirely new work, based on the author’s 
previous and long-standing book on the sub- 
ject. Rewritten its material rearranged and 
made up in attractive format. A desirable pur- 
chase anywhere. 


Science and Useful Arts 


Bast, Herbert. Easy-to-make slip covers. 
1941. 62p. illus. Bruce, $2. 645 
Many illustrations and clear directions make 

this a practical book for the homemaker. By 


an instructor in the Sheboygan vocational 
school, 


See Booklist 38:47 O. 15 ’41. 
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Rogers, Agnes. From man to machine, 
a pictorial history of invention. 1941. 
160p. illus. Little, $2.50. 609 


The old and the new are pictured side by 
side on the pages of this book, with sufficient 
explanatory text to make the pictures under- 
standable, Since there are no separate captions, 
the text must be read, which is probably a 
desirable feature. Excellent for school or gen- 
eral reference use. 


Wheeler, Ruth. We follow the western 
trail. 1941. 160p. illus. Macmillan, $2. 
598 


These bird watching adventures along the 
Pacific and in the western states will be ap- 
preciated by bird lovers everywhere. Other 
forms of animal life, the bears and deer in the 
national parks in particular, come in for at- 
tention also. Pleasing illustrations. 


See Booklist 38:76 N. 1 ’41. 


Fine Arts 


Gatti-Casazza, Giulio. Memories of op- 
era, 1941. 326p. illus. Scribner, $3.50. 
782 or 921 


Memories of opera, chiefly of the Metropol- 
itan, where the author was general manager 
for 25 years, from 1910 to 1935. Famous names 
sprjnkle its pages. The career of Arturo Tos- 
canini, who came to America at the same time, 
runs along with the author’s own. The illustra- 
tions, in addition to the photographs, are from 
Enrico Caruso’s book of cartoons, 


Johnson, Harold V. 32 meta) spinning 
designs. 1941. 102p. illus. Bruce, $2. 
739 


A book for the teacher of industrial arts and 
the home craftsman. Any one ‘familiar with 
the use of woodworking tools,’’ says the author, 
“can spin metal into a variety of beautiful pro- 
jects.” Illustrations show patterns and com- 
pleted objects. 


Literature 


Brown, Harry. The poem of Bunker Hill. 
1941. 158p. Scribner, $2. 811 or 821 


The story of the battle of Bunker Hill told 
simply and directly in narrative verse, with 
few embellishments, yet creating a sense of the 
day’s significance. 
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Farnham, Dwight. The embattled male 
in the garden. 1941. 249p. illus. Scrib- 
ner, $2.50. 814 or 824 


“Or why women are queer in the country” 
is the subtitle to this collection of chapters, or 
essays, on subjects related to gardening, the 
differences between the sexes and the joys of 
making a home in the country. There is a 
bibliography, chiefly of garden books; also 
amusing sketch drawings and a few charming 
photographic views of the Farnham’s country 
home. 


Van Doren, Mark. The Mayfield deer. 
1941, 272p. Holt, $2.50. 811 or 821 


Long narrative poem based on an incident, 
or legend, of frontier history,-of an old hunter 
who loses his tame deer and swears vengeance 
on the man who shot her. Too long, perhaps, 
although the theme is impelling and there are 
passages of great beauty. 


White, E. B. and Katharine S., eds. Sub- 
treasury of American humor, 1941. 
814p. Coward, $3. 817 or 827 


A volume which will take its place at once 
with the standard anthologies, The old and the 
new are well-balanced. The selections from the 
earlier humorists are chosen for readability 
rather than for historical interest and stand up 
well in comparison with the light wits of to- 
day. Can be dipped into anywhere with enjoy- 
ment, 


Wright, Priscella Hovey. Weeds are 
more fun. 1941. 123p. Hale, $1.50. 
817 or 827 


The author of The car belongs to mother, 
here has fun with gardeners, writing of the 
Great American Garden Movement (GAGM— 
pronounced Gag’m if you Hke), of garden pil- 
grimages and exhibitions, of garden pests, of 
when to pick and what to do with the stuff. 
She also asks and answers the question What 
to plant? (The answer is grass.) 


History and Travel 


Gunther, John. Inside Latin America. 
1941. 498p. Harper, $3.50. 980 


Following a plan similar to that of his two 
books on Europe and Asia, the author covers 
20 countries of Latin America, beginning with 
Mexico, the one closest to home. A rapid-fire 
account of historical background and geograph- 
ical situation, a discussion of present day prob- 
lems, and high lights on leading personalities: 
this is the general pattern followed. 
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Koestler, Arthur. Scum of the earth. 
1941. 287p. Macmillan, $2.50. 940.53 


The author's personal story of his experiences 
in France where he was caught with other 
aliens in the fall of 1939. 


See Booklist 38:77 N. 1 ’°41. 


Russell, William. Berlin embassy. 1941. 
3807p. Dutton, $2.50. 940.53 


The author was a clerk in the American em- 
bassy in Berlin at the time the war started. 
He writes here of his own experiences, meeting 
the press of refugees who stormed the embassy 
for passports, and of conversations with the 
common people and observation of conditions. 
An unpretentious, and for that reason. an ap- 
pealing book. 


Van Doren, Carl. Secret history of the 
American revolution. 1941. 534p. il- 
lus. Viking, $3.75. 973.3 


The story of Benedict Arnold’s treason, which 
is told here in full for the first time, is shown 
to be not an isolated episode, but an integrated 
part of British secret service activity during 
the American revolution. Based on new docu- 
ments recently come to light, the book reveals 
the extent of the campaign to undermine Amer- 
ican loyalty. “Beneath the open war there was 
a hidden war, more dangerous to the Americans 
than has ever been realized.”’ Ordinarily, would 
have been of interest to historians only; fol- 
lowing the wave of “Tory” novels should have 
a popular appeal. 


Van Paassen, Pierre. That day alone. 
1941. 548p. Dial press, $3.75. 940.53 


The cream of this book will be found in the 
three long pieces with which it opens. The first, 
Farewell to France, is an eloquently-written 
account of the author’s last days in France at 
the time of its capitulation: the second and 
third, describe his native village in Holland as 
it was before the Nazi occupation and after. 
The remainder of the book is composed of short 
sketches touching on affairs both east and west. 
These are in general of less significance, al- 
though this would not be true of the one on 
Hess and his flight to England. 


See Booklist 38:93 N. 15 °41, 


White, W. L. Journey for Margaret. 
1941. 256p. Harcourt, $2.50. 940.53 


The author went to England on a double 
mission, to report what was going on for Amer- 
ican newspapers, and to look up an English 
orphan for adoption. The two themes mingle 

in this brief book about London in wartime. 
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Biography 


Almedingen, Edith M. Tomorrow will 
come. 1941. 348p. Little, $3. 921 


Autobiographical narrative covering the years 
from about 1905, when her memories begin, 
through the War and the revolution, to 1922, 
when the author was permitted to leave Russia. 
Born into a distinguished family, she had yet 
known extreme poverty so had a preparation 
for the rigors of the revolution which others 
who have told their stories had not had. Her 
story is a personal one. The large movements 
of the period are not to be found in it. The 
revolution as the ordinary person experienced 
it is what she describes. 


See Booklist 88 :94 N, 15 °41. 


Dorsey, Florence L. Master of the Mis- 
sissippi. 1941. 3801p. illus. Houghton, 
$3.75. 921 


The story of the Mississippi steamboat and 
of its originator, a young Quaker trader named 
Ilenry Shreve. Although Fulton’s model was 
successful on eastern rivers, it was proving a 
failure on the Mississippi, which called for a 
quite different type of craft. Shreve was the 
man who solved the problem, building a boat 
which made the first successful journey up- 
stream. But he had more than the river to 
conquer, for the Fulton-Livingston interests 
held monopoly rights on the Mississippi. The 
account, which is well told, adds an interesting 
chapter to mid-west history. Illustrations in 
color from early prints. 


Flexner, Simon and James T. William 
Henry Welch and the heroic age of 
American medicine. 1941. 539p. Vik- 
ing, $3.75. 921 


Carefully-weighted biography of the man who 
made modern medicine in America possible. In 
1878 Dr. Welch founded the first pathological 
laboratory in the country. In 1930, when his 
80th birthday was celebrated, the ceremonies 
were carried over all the national networks 
and, by short wave, to foreign lands where 
similar celebrations were being held, so far had 
the influence of that one small laboratory 
spread. Of special interest to the medical pro- 
fession and to laymen with a taste for medical 
blography. 


Huxley, Aldous. Grey eminence. 1941. 
342p. Harper, $3.50. 921 


Biography of a curiously contradictory char- 
acter: Father Joseph, a Capuchin monk of the 
17th century, a devout religious mystic on the 
one hand, on the other a master hand at power 
politics. As the intimate friend and adviser of 
Richelieu, Father Joseph fomented and kept- 
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going the Thirty years war, playing both ends 
against the middle with consummate skill, us- 
ing cither Protestants or infidel Turks as his 
allies, as suited his convenience. Mr. Huxley 
sees in his career a significance for our own 
times. In the 80 years war the seeds of our 
present tragedy were sown. Not easy reading 
and probably for larger libraries. 


See Booklist 38:79 O. 1 ’41. 


Wildes, Harry Emerson. Anthony 
Wayne; trouble shooter of the Amer- 
ican revolution. 1941. 514p. Harcourt, 
$3.75. 921 


Well written biography, based on _ fresh 
sources, of one of the heroes of the American 
revolution, 


See Booklist 38:51 O. 15 °41. 
Fiction 


Basso, Hamilton. Wine of the country. 
1941. 3881p. Scribner, $2.75. 


Tait Ravenwill, a young anthropologist, after 
two years in Polynesia has come to Chadhurst, 
a New England college town, to consult with 
Dr. Prescott, leader in his field. At dinner he 
meets the three Prescott daughters and their 
cousin Ellen, At first he is deeply attracted to 
Catherine, the eldest, but it is Ellen, beautiful 
and unhappy, with whom he falls in love. The 
second half of the story is played out in South 
Carolina, Tait’s ancestral home to which he 
takes Ellen. Here Ellen is miserably unhappy. 
unable to adjust herself, while Tait, who had 
intended to finish his book, is drawn back into 
the easy-going purposeless life. Works to a 
tragie climax, out of which there promises to 
come later happiness with Catherine. 


See Booklist 38:80 N, 1 ’41. 


Buchan, John. Power-house. 
1941. 215p. Houghton, $2. 


new ed. 


Reprint of an earlier novel, of interest now 
because it relates the first adventure of Sir 
Edward Leithen, whose story was brought to a 
conclusion in Mountain meadow (BULLETIN Ap. 
*41). 


Chase, Mary Ellen. Windswept. 1941. 
440p. Macmillan, $2.75. 


A sturdily-built house on a windswept stretch 
of Maine seacoast is both setting and theme 
of this story. The house is built in 1881 and 
the story covers the 60 year period in which it 
plays its part in the lives of three generations 
of Marstons. A strong story in its sense of 
place; weak in its handling of story material. 


See Booklist 38:95 N. 15 '41. 


WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 


201 


Covert, Alice Lent. Fighting parson. 
1941. 276p. Kinsey, $2.50. 


A story of the courage and resourcefulness of 
Nath Owen, a circuit rider, who rallies the 
small ranchers and homesteaders to action 
against an outlaw gang in the high hills, Ac- 
tion is combined with humorous and every-day 
episodes of the widely scattered church mem- 
bers, 


Derleth, August. Someone in the dark. 
1941. 335p. Arkham: House, Sauk 
City, $2. 

Sixteen stories of the weird or supernatural, 


grouped roughly as “ghost” stories. Selected 
from the 200 odd in this class which the auth- 


or has contributed to various “pulp” maga- 
zines. 
Duley, Margaret. Highway to valour. 


1941, 3824p. Macmillan, $2.50. 


After the stark tragedy which has taken from 
her her parents, her sisters and her home, 
Mageila Michelet, the heroine of this story of 
Newfoundland, is left with a sense of the suffer- 
ing of the world that makes life unendurable. 
Her cure is begun by a wise old grandfather 
and is continued through other experiences. 
The man she learns to love is an Englishman, 
unhappily married, and when he is called home 
to inevitable participation in the war, she turns 
to the Labrador coast and a life of hardship 
and service. Descriptions and characterizations 
in the early chapters are particularly well done. 


See Booklist 38:95 N. 15 41. 


Gordon, Caroline. Green centuries. 1941. 
469p. Scribner, $2.75. 


A story of western settlement in the days be- 
fore and during the revolution. Daniel Boone 
is a character, but only a minor one. It is Rion 
Outlaw, a young man who comes under Boone’s 
influence, who carries the burden of the story; 
Rion who crosses the mountains with his young 
wife and starts a new settlement. Running 
counter to his story is that of Archy, his 
brother, who is captured by the Indians and 
adopts the Indian way of life. Very detailed 
and gives a good picture of frontier life, al- 
though herrors are piled on rather thick toward 
the end, 


Hillman, Gordon Malherbe. Fortune’s 
cup. 1941. 320p. Crowell, $2.50. 


A good story of a newspaper office and news- 
paper people. Larry Evans, dramatic-editor, 
and widely loved by the staff, has a son Stan, 
to whom he has devoted his affection and his 
income. Quite failing to appreciate either his 
father’s worth or his own opportunities, Stan 








202 


is expelled from college for a misdemeanor and 
comes to take a place on the paper. The story 
has to do chiefly with Stan’s development, but 
it is Larry’s personality that will give the 
novel a wide appeal. 


Kagawa, Toyohiko. Behold the man. 
1941. 346p. Harper, $2.50. 


A story of the life and times of Jesue, Well 
told, with good use of dramatic incident, and 
of interest as an interpretation of Christian 
teachings from the point of view of this famous 
Japanese Christian. 


See Booklist 38.35 O. 1 °41. 


Kelland, Clarence Buddingion. Silver 
spoon. 1941. 294p. Harper, $2.50. 


Entertainingly told story of a young man of 
the uppercrust who on the loss of his fortune 
learns to earn his living and likes it. Good light 
reading. 


Kent, Louise Andrews. Mrs. Appleyard’s 
year. 1941. 195p. Houghton, $2. 


Perhaps this book is closer in feeling to the 
essay than it is to story. Nevertheless, it is 
delightful reading whatever you call it. Mrs, 
Appleyard lives in Boston most of the year, in 
Vermont in the summer. In Vermont the Apple- 
yards are devoted to picnics and one of the 
insoluble problems of Hfe to Mrs. Appleyard is 
to decide why, after the robe from the car has 
been spread out so that no one will have to 
sit on the damp ground, everyone uses it as a 
tablecloth, Charming to read aloud, perfect for 
Hospital collections or for any list of Happy 
Endings. 


Marion, Elizabeth. Ellen Spring. 1941. 
328p. Crowell, $2.50. 


To escape from the unhappiness of her mar- 
ried life, Ellen Spring leaves New York and, 
with her young son, comes to live on the farm 
she has inherited in the Washington wheat 
country. Her experiences in making over the 
house, her acquaintance with the neighbors, 
young Rufe’s adjustment to the life, the chang- 
ing seasons and a few glimpses of the large- 
scale farming operations of the region are 
first-rate story material, although the treat- 
ment may be found too subjective for some 
readers’ tastes. 


See Booklist 88:80 N, 1 '41. 


Myers, John M. The harp and the blade. 
1941. 345p. Dutton, $2.50. 


Although this is a swashbuckling tale of 
10th century France, it is told in modern 


language and makes good and easy reading. 
May be read for escape, although at times the 
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picture of a world in dissolution, where every- 
thing that had been built up, by Alfred in 
England, by Charlemagne in France, is going 
to pieces, is rather painfully reminiscent of the 
present. 


See Booklist 38 :36 O, 1 ’41. 


Nordhoff, Charles and Hall, James Nor- 
man. Botany Bay. 1941. 374p. Little, 
$2.50. 


A story of the settlement of Australia. The 
hero is an American loyalist who goes to Eng- 
land to collect compensation for his lost for- 
tunes. Reduced to want by his long wait, he 
turns highwayman, is taken into custody, tried 
and transported with the first fleet. After some 
months there is a thrilling escape in a small 
boat, safe arrival to England and pardon, and 
then a voluntary return to Australia as a free 
settler, As a story is far more readable than 
The timeless land, by Eleanor Dark, (BULLETIN 
N. '41) although the two complement one an- 
other in many ways. This gives more of the 
horrible cruelty of the voyage out and of the 
criminal poverty of the London slums, In The 
timeless land one gets a better sense of the 
country, the difficulties faced after arrival and 
of the conflict of white and native cultures, 


Propper, Milton. The handwriting on the 
wall. 1941. 278p. Harper, $2. 


Better than average plot and a good piece of 
detecting make this an acceptable mystery. 


Seifert, Shirley. Waters of the wilder- 
ness. 1941. 521p. Lippincott, $2.75. 


Historical romance built around an episode 
in the life of George Rogers Clark. The year is 
1778. Clark, 26 years old, red-headed, audaci- 
ous, and head of a company of hardy frontiers- 
men, is moving westward toward Kaskaskia. 
At the same time, the new Spanish governor is 
journeying by boat from New Orleans to St. 
Louis, bringing in his party his beautiful 
young sister Teresa. These two, Clark and 
Teresa, are destined to meet, fall deeply in 
love, and to part. This love story is well told. 
Clark is made very humanly real and, on the 
historical side there are vivid accounts of the 
taking of Kaskaskia and the march on Vin- 
cennes, 


Tarkington, Booth. The fighting Littles. 
1941. 304p. Doubleday, $2. 


Amusing and somewhat farcical story of the 
conflict between the generations in a modern 
Amercian family. Chapters have appeared sep- 
arately in the Saturday Evening Post. 


Walker, Mildred. Unless the wind turns. 
1941. 2385p. Harcourt, $2. 
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On a pack trip into the mountains, a party 
of five easterners are caught in a forest fire, 
Their reactions and the probable effects on their 
after-lives are recounted in a piece of vivid 
descriptive writing. One of the party is a re- 
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fugee, a Vienna doctor, whose characteristically 
European attitude contrasts with American im- 
pulsiveness. 


See Booklist 38:81 N, 1 ’41. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 
Selected and Annotated by Winifred L. Davis 


For Younger Children 


Bianco, Margery and Loeffler, Gisella. 


Franzi and Gizi. 1941. 56p. illus. 
Messner, $2. 
Selection of colorful detail in both picture 


and story marks this little book with the crude- 
ness and vitality of a ten-cent box of crayons. 
One tastes the black bread and sausage, hears 
the cries of Meck-Meck the goat. and enters 
into the active day of two sturdy, natural] chil- 
dren. Christmas and Easter provide full-page 
illustrations that will be returned to again and 
again. This is a child’s own book. Grades 1-4. 


Brown, Margaret Wise. Baby animals. 
1941. 48p. illus. Random House, 50c. 


Mary Cameron’s simple and charming illustra- 
tions of the activities of happy babies—birds, 
pigs, horses, dogs, bears, fish, lambs, kittens 
and children—combine with sensible narrative 
which the practical child will respect. Waking 
up, playing, eating, sleeping again—the story is 
concerned with essentials and is just long 
enough to satisfy the interest. Pre-school and 
grades 1-2, 


Henry, Marguerite. Chile in story and 
picture. (Pictured geography). 1941. 
illus. A. Whitman, 50c. 


This is one of the gaily pictured stories of 
26 or 27 pages about our neighboring countries, 
written in simple language. Intended for the 
vounger readers, they will supplement the first 
lessons in geography. The pictures are by Kurt 
Wiese. Others in this series are: Alaska, Ar- 
gentina, Brazil, Canada, Mexico, Panama. West 
Indies, 


Hoke, Helen. Major and the _ kitten. 
1941. 36p. illus. Holt, $2. 


Major, a lovable old dog, had been so long 
an accepted member of the household that to 
have Mopsy the cat suddenly appear and as- 
sume so much was disconcerting. However, both 
animals will win the children as will the story’s 
literary simplicity and the inimitable illustra- 
tions by Diana Thorne. A good book to read 
aloud to younger children. 


Holling, Holling Clancy. Paddle-to-the- 
sea. 1941. n.p. illus. Houghton, $2. 


What the Indian boy had learned in school 
about the snow melting in his Lake Nipigon 
and traveling on and on through the Great 
Lakes to the sea so fired his imagination that 
he made the little wooden canoe and the Paddle 
Person, who would make this adventuresome 
journey. The adventures are not only exciting 
but make of geography something dramatic. 
The full-page color plates as well as the de- 


scriptive drawings on the margins give this 
book added distinction. 
Jahn, Mary Lee. Deedo and Fawny. 


1940. 32p. illus. Oxford, $2. 


Something of the simplicity and vigor of a 
small child's own drawings can be found in the 
chalk-like, full-page illustrations of author- 
artist Mary Lee Jahn, who ,though still in 
high school, has produced a creditable addition 
to the lists of recent easy-to-read books. This 
simple story of two fawns who are lost in the 
woods but rescued by their friend Jack Rabbit 
will be as satisfying to children as are its illus- 
trations, Pre-school and grades 1-2. 


McCloskey, Robert. Make way for duck- 
lings. 1941. n.p. illus. Viking, $2. 


The Mallards in choosing an island in the 
Charles river to raise their family did not for- 
vet the peanuts to be found in the Boston Pub- 
le Garden. And how Mrs. Mallard proudly took 
her ducklings there, with the Boston police de- 
partment cooperating in every way when it 
came to the traffic problem, makes the story. 
A picture story book of distinction for pre- 
school and grades 1-2, 


Petersham, Maud and Miska. An Amer- 
ican A B C. 1941. n.p. illus. Maemil- 
lan, $2. 


The national heritage of America is shown 
in 26 beautiful full-page illustrations in color 
which face a dramatically told story to cor- 
respond. It may be A for America, the land we 
love, or H for Henry Hudson, a brave sea cap- 
tain. A book planned for the younger children, 
but useful also in its interpretation of America 
to the foreign born who come to these shores. 














Middle Grades 


Burton, Virginia Lee. Calico, the wonder 
horse, or The saga of Stewy Slinker. 
1941. n.p. illus. Houghton, $1. 


“Fresh and original in treatment, it is a 
perfect answer to the Comics,” says Alice M. 
Jordan in the Horn Book, It has all the ex- 
citement of a “western,” with hideouts across 
the Cactus river in the Badlands for Bad Men, 
whom Calico succeeds in tricking. An exciting 
story presented on a series of pages of different 
colors, and told in pictures after the manner of 
the comic strips. An excellent piece of book- 
making. Grades 3-4. 


Cline, Marie I. Meet India; everyday 
facts about India for boys and girls. 
1940. 165p. illus. Wm. B. Erdsmans, 
Grand Rapids, Mich., $2. 915.4 


The author, who has been a missionary 
teacher in India, has given first hand informa- 
tion and many unusual and little known facts 
concerning India. The book is the result of the 
questions asked by children about subjects 
which are usually found in books beyond their 
age level. In a simple manner, the author 
makes India “live for Americans, in terms even 
the child can understand.” Adults too will find 
the book interesting. The photographic repro- 
ductions are those taken by the author. 


Norling, Jo and Ernest. Pogo’s house; 
the story of lumber. 1941. 42p. illus. 
Holt, $1. 


John wanted to build a house for his dog, 
Pogo. His search to find boards took him into 
the woods, where, the carpenter had told him 
the lumber grew. So it happened that John 
learned the way lumber is taken from the for- 
est and all of the things that happen before it 
is ready for a house. He ate with the loggers, 
too. The end papers show the whole story, 
step by step. 


Parker, Bertha Morris. Animal travels; 
Animals of yesterday; Fishes; Seeds 
and seed travels. 1941. 36p. ea. illus. 
Harper, $1.00 ea. 


A new group of science books designed to 
introduce to children and young people the won- 
ders of the world of nature. The text in each 
case is simple and direct; the books are in- 
formative and authentic and are beautifully 
illustrated. They are all checked for accuracy. 
Author is connectéd .with the Laboratory 
schools, University of Chicago. 
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Pederson-Krag, Geraldine. The Melforts 
go to sea. 1941. 250p. illus. Holiday 
House, $2. 


The author says in her Foreword: “This is 
one Of my family’s stories, told me by my 
grandmother, which I have written down for 
my own and other children to enjoy.” The 
grandmother was one of the ten lively children 
who with their mother made the six-months 
voyage on a sailing packet from Australia to 
England in 1855. The story is built around the 
exciting experiences of this unusual voyage and 
written from family records and journals. Ex- 
citement and suspense will satisfy boys and 
girls of 4 to 6 grade. 


Phillips, Ethel Calvert. A name for 
Obed. 1941. 117p. illus. Houghton, $2. 


Lois Lenski’s lively pictures do a great deal 
for this story of a normal boy with a queer 
name. Short paragraphs, plenty of conversation 
and a series of adventures will all be found 
in the account of Obed Timmon’s summer with 
his aunt—who wasn’t what he expected at all 
—on the Maine coast. Attractively and durably 
bound. Grades 5-8. 


Rhoads, Dorothy. The story of Chan 
Yue. 1941. n.p. illus. Doubleday, 
$1.50. 


Chan Yuc, a brocket deer (one which never 
grows larger than a rabbit) was born in far 
away Yucatan. It is a true story, says the 
author, which just had to be written, ‘For 
three months,’ she writes, “I shared a house 
with her in Yucatan, after the Indians had 
killed her mother for food. I fed her milk from 
a medicine dropper when she was too little 
to eat. And later I climbed trees for leaves and 
the exotic bush blossom Chan Yuc liked best.” 
It was out of this experience the story was 
written. Chan Yuc is now in the National Zoo 
in Washington. The pictures done by Jean 
Charlot. Grade 4. 


Robinson, Gertrude. Sons of liberty. 
1941. 248p. illus. Dutton, $2. 


The story of two American patriots, both 
named David Hawes, the first one living in the 
new territory of Maine in 1660, the second one, 
his grandson, in Boston just at the time of the 
revolution, The story is well told and will be 
welcomed by children in grades 4-6, giving them 
a better understanding of revolutionary days. 
The woodcuts by Woodi Ishmael are of par- 
ticular distinction. 


Stolper, Joel. Whiskers. 1941. 99p. illus. 
Harcourt, $1.50. 


The whole life of the jungle comes into this 
account of a leopard, whose life from the time 
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when, as a kitten, he stalks his mother’s tail, 
throughout his whole experience in becoming 
full grown, and on his own, Thrillingly told 
in narrative and in unusually fine pictures by 
the author, 26 full-page pencil drawings on 
green paper. A companion volume to Patches. 
Grades 3-5. 


Zarchy, Harry. Let’s make something. 
1941. 158p. illus. Knopf, $1.50. 680 


To help discover “unsuspected talents for 
form and design” seems to be the purpose of 
the author whose wide variety of interesting 
things to make is enhanced by the simplicity 
and the little expense involved, and by excellent 
illustrations. “The necklace, made of noodles, 
tinted and assembled the way you want it; the 
ash tray, shaped and balanced as you've al- 
ways pictured it made with plumber’s sheet 
lead and baseball bat; clay elephants marching 
in a row; papier mache masks—all kinds of 
things are included.” From 5th grade and up. 


Junior and Senior High 


Bainton, Roland H. The church of our 
fathers. 1941. 248p. illus. Scribner, 
$2.50. 280 


History of Christianity for young people, 
presented like a sweeping drama, which scholar- 
liness and yet with a liveliness of style which 
makes it interesting and readable. Numerous 
illustrations are from materials contemporary 
with each period treated. While not a book for 
the advanced student, it will be of great use 
to ‘teachers in church schools. Good index. 
Grade 5 through high school. 


Bartlett, Arthur C. Find your own fron- 
tier. 1940. 211p. Wilde, $1.50. 174 


Inspirational accounts of people who have 
made good, often against difficult conditions, 
because through an evaluation of their own 
personalities and an analysis of things as they 
are, they have found their own frontiers, Parts 
of the book have appeared in various maga- 
zines. Junior high school, but valuable for hu- 
man interest stories for any age. 


Burnett, Constance Buel. The shoemak- 
er’s son: the life of Hans Christian 
Andersen. 1941. 312p. illus. Random 
House, $2.50. 921 


Lanky, loveable Hans Andersen, an ugly 
duckling produced by a plain mother, a hungry- 
hearted father, a gentle grandmother and a 
daft grandfather, lives again in the pages of a 
credible fairy tale not unlike the wonder tales 
that were his gift to childhood. The style is 
clear and natural, sometimes as graphic as 
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Andersen's own paper cut-outs, reproduced in 
the fresh blue and white endpapers which make 
the book more attractive. Photographs and 
portraits, together with Fritz Kredel’s sym- 
pathetic decorations, add to the pictorial qual- 
ity. Adults will like it, too. Grades 6 and up. 


Carroll, Mary Tarver. The man who 
could not wait: the story of Aaron 
Burr. 1941. 2238p. illus. Longmans, $2. 

921 


Young Americans will find in this book a sym- 
pathetic interpretation of a cultured, proud 
and impetuous man whose brilliant but often 
rash exploits linked him closely with early 
American history and the figures that domin- 
ated it. Although the narrative is lively and 
human, it is based on extensive readings, rang- 
ing from primary sources and scholarly his- 
tories to adult biographies and modern histor- 
ical fiction. The incidental treatment of such 
men as Alexander Hamilton, George Washing- 
ton and Andrew Jackson adds to its usefulness 
for historical background. The illustrations are 
limited to a few uncolored decorations by James 
MacDonald. Grades 7-9. 


Coatsworth, Elizabeth. The fair Amer- 
ican. 1940. 132p. illus. Macmillan, $2. 


Readers of Away goes Sally and Five bushel 
farm will welcome this new book by the same 
author, with more black and white crayon- 
effect drawings by Helen Sewell. It is really 
the story of little Pierre, survivor of a noble 
family otherwise destroyed in the French Rev- 
olution. “The Fair American” is the name of 
the ship which takes him safely to America 
under the protection of kind Captain Pat- 
terson, “Miss Debby,” Andrew and Sally—the 
same Sally and Andrew of the earlier books, 
The author’s usual standard in style is main- 
tained, and not the least of the book’s value 
lies in the untitled poems placed unobtrusive- 
ly but provocatively between chapters. Grades 
5-8, 


Crockett, Lucy Herndon. Capitan, the 
story of an army mule. 1940. 354p. 
illus. Holt, $2. 


A military history of the United States from 
the Spanish-American war in 1898 until after 
the treaty of Versailles, as seen through the 
eyes of an army mule. The completely authentic 
details are uniquely told, just as a mule might 
tell it, and yet one never loses the sense of 
that something “homely and gallant and hu- 
morously appealing about him” that makes of 
Capitan a hero, Unusual Mustrations by the 
author and explanatory notes at the back add 
to the value of the book. While written for 
young people of the teen age, it will appeal to 
those older. 
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Hogeboom, Amy. The mysterious valley. 
1941, 244p. illus. Lothrop, $2. 


This biography of Robert LaSalle covers his 
boyhood and early training, but is principally 
about his explorations in America, Vividly 
written and slightly fictionized. Should be very 
popular with boys and girls 12 to 15 years old, 


Hoogstraal, Harry. Insects and their 
stories. 1941. 144p. illus. Crowell, $2. 
595 


The author has given through enlarged photo- 
graphs and line drawings, as well as brief sci- 
entifically accurate accounts, the life history 
of 46 insects. An unusual feature is the omission 
of innumerable details which often discourage 
readers. The “account” is as photographic in 
its way as is the reproduced photograph which 
accompanies each one, The insects are the famil- 
jar ones the reader will instantly recognize. 
For children, and also for adults who are in- 
terested in the subject. 


Jordan, Nina R. How to sew. 1941. 237p. 
illus. Harcourt, $2. 646 


The clear, simple directions on such rudi- 
ments of sewing as materials and equipment, 
stitches, mending, seams, facings, etc., buttons, 
buttonholes and other fasteners. Will be help- 
ful in this field where something practical is 
needed. The application of these fundamentals 
may be applied to the suggested things to make, 
given with full directions. This second part is 
less satisfactory, since some of the “things to 
make” are bound to be contemporary in style. 
Grade 5 and above. 


Leeming, Joseph. Fun with leather. 
1941. 91p. illus. Stokes, $2. 745 


“How to do decorative leatherwork of all 
kinds and how to make useful and decorative 
articles from leather” (Subtitie). Materials, 
tools, and methods are discussed in the first 
part; and in part two, things to make. The 
page of initials designed for leatherwork will 
also be useful for other purposes. A brief bib- 
liography completes the book. 


Meigs, Cornelia. Vanished island. 1941. 
258p. illus. Macmillan, $2. 
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The Mississippi and the steamboats that plied 
up and down the river in the 1890's give a 
colorful background to this story of Don Perry. 
Expelled from boarding school because he 
wouldn't assume responsibility. Don spends a 
year on the river as engineer’s helper and later 
as assistant pilot. Here he develops courage 
and resourcefulness as he assumes the respon- 
sibilities of his position. A theft of some cattle, 
hazardous trips up and down the river, and 
other adventures keep the story interesting. 
For children 10-14. 


Morgan, Alfred Powell. Boys’ book of 
science and construction. 1941. 448p. 
illus. Lothrop, $2.50. 500 


A new edition, which according to the pub- 
lisher is completely revised and reset, including 
an account of the Diesel engine and recent de- 
velopments in other lines of mechanics. One 
reviewer comments that “more might well have 
been added” (Booklist N. 1 °41). 


Oliver, Simeon (Nutchuk) and Hatch, 
Alden. Son of the smoky sea. 1941. 
245p. illus. Messner, $2.50. 917.98 


“This is my Alaska,” reads the legend on 
the illustrated map drawn by the half-Nor- 
wegian, half-Eskimo boy Nutchuk, who became 
a well-known concert pianist, lecturer and 
artist in this country, And it is his Alaska that 
one remembers, in spite of the affection he felt 
for the mid-western campus at Naperville, Illi- 
nois, and the blue-eyed girl who brought him 
back the second time to the Outside. Nutchuk’s 
adventures will appeal to boys who like novelty 
and excitement and to all who enjoy straight- 
forward human autobiography. Grades 7-10. 


Strack, Lilian Holmes. Radium, a magic 
mineral, 1941. 53p. illus. Harper, $1. 


A very fascinating story of radium, its ac- 
cidental discovery, the difficulties overcome in 
securing it. and its preparation for use, While 
written in simple text, the subject matter is 
not generally within the comprehension of the 
child. The use of the book would be for an 
older or an adult reader, whose interest in the 
subject is above his reading ability. Others in 
this series called “Magic mineral’ are Asbestos 
and Nickel. 
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